A novel splice variant of the cell death-promoting protein BAX.
Cell death plays an important role in a number of physiological processes in all complex multicellular organisms. One of the molecules that regulates this process is BAX, an integral membrane protein, that promotes apoptosis. The function of BAX is countered by BCL-2 and BCL-XL. The differential expression of these proteins can influence the ability of the cell to die or survive. In this paper, we describe the cloning, biochemical, and functional characterization of a novel splice isoform of BAX, called BAX-omega. Transient overexpression of BAX-omega protein potentiates cell death at levels comparable to that of BAX-alpha overexpression.